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June 20 is World Refugee Day.! Around the world, people are fleeing persecution
and conflict
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and seeking international protection, and such individuals now number more than 120 million.? Addressing
how to help refugees

BOTWVET, R AT R¥ B BANER. FMFEOHENERAOMEICEDIE

is an urgent issue for the international community, including Japan. Regarding who refugees are, 3 the
definition refers to
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race, religion, nationality, political opinion, and membership in a particular social group and speaks of fear of
persecution, violence, or oppression that has forced them to flee their own countries. #

NAZ FERR#RIFENET,

Those displaced but remaining within their own countries are referred to as internally
displaced persons.
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Currently, there are approximately 37.6 million refugees
worldwide.
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Afghanistan has produced 6.4 million refugees -- the largest number -- followed by Syria, Ukraine, and
Palestine, each with around 6 million.
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In addition,® there are about 68.3 million internally displaced persons in 37 countries, with Sudan alone
accounting for 9.1 million
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and Syria close behind with around 7 million.® World Refugee Day was established in 2000.
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Over the past 24 years, the number of refugees and internally displaced persons has more than tripled.
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This is due to the fact that” Afghanistan, Ukraine, Syria, Myanmar, Palestine, and so on have experienced
conflict,®
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which has forced millions to flee. Three-quarters of refugees find refuge in low- and middle-
income countries,

ECTEFEA. EEE5IEH0E. EEZATFICHEITZLOEBRHRCFUMNITVES, UNU. F5IC3—

while only about 20% are hosted by developed countries. The United Nations continues
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to call for equitable sharing of responsibilities globally. However, Europe, in particular, has seen far-right
movements opposed to refugee acceptance gaining support,®
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and resistance is continuing. Countries in regions like the Middle East and Africa
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are bearing a disproportionate burden, which runs the risk of destabilizing these regions.'® Developed nations
including Japan need to take on greater responsibility.
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