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AN\-ILERE,
The Right Honorable Prime Minister Dahal,
NI\MIMBKE,
The Honorable Minister for Foreign Affairs Mahat,
MV FERBEXRE,
The Honorable Minister for Information and Communications Karki,
EFIEDERK,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
FXAh=).
Namaskar.
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On the 60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Japan and Nepal, I would like to offer
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my heartfelt congratulations. I visited Nepal seven years ago as Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Defense,
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and today I have been given the opportunity to attend the 60th anniversary ceremony
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hosted by the Nepalese government. I am honored to visit Nepal again. Since the 1956 establishment of
diplomatic relations,
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Japan and Nepal have engaged in exchanges in all fields, including economy, culture, and tourism, thereby
building an extremely friendly relationship.
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For Japanese people, Nepal is known as a beautiful country with
spectacular views of the Himalayas,
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and many Japanese tourists visit Nepal. Nepal’s magnificent nature and townscapes, as well as the
Nepalese people’s warm hospitality,
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have fascinated many Japanese people. In addition, in August this year, Nepalese people living in
Japan
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took the initiative to hold the Nepal Festival 2016 in Tokyo, which attracted over 200,000 visitors
and was a huge success.
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The friendly relationship between the two countries has been nurtured by such
people-to-people connections,
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and the bond is becoming stronger with each passing year. Japan attaches great importance to the role
Nepal can play
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in the stability and development of the region. We are committed to further broadening our relationship and
will continue to support infrastructure development,
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which is the foundation for this. We will expand cooperation in socio-economic fields. Based on this policy,
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Japan exchanged notes with the Government of Nepal yesterday regarding grant aid for the “Project for
Improvement of Aviation Safety Facilities in Major Airports” (worth about 1.45 billion yen)
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and the “School Sector Development Program” (300 million yen). Japan will contribute
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https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/files/000185529.pdf

to improving air safety and expanding quality education in Nepal. Furthermore, the Japanese government
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plans to provide an ODA loan of around 16.6 billion yen for the construction of Nepal's first “tunnel.”

Fe, RN EARGHICHBHXEZEOZVEELT, BIFEVDEENHDET . REAKRELDERC

Nepal and Japan are both prone to earthquakes, and we have a
history of helping each other.
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During the Great East Japan Earthquake, we received 5,000 blankets from the people of Nepal,
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and Nepalese people living in Japan served curry dishes in the affected areas.
HEHEE, FFFEORN-IIAMEZRZF, B2 NBEIENSEIR-EEEFTUNBEORVIRZ L
Following last year’s devastating earthquake in Nepal,
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Japan has been providing seamless support, from emergency and humanitarian to recovery and reconstruction
assistance. In order to help the country recover better from the disaster
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as soon as possible, Japan will continue to work closely with the Government of Nepal.
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I myself visited Kathmandu Durbar Square yesterday.
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I saw how the cultural heritage was a source of comfort for the people and a valuable tourism resource
and reaffirmed the importance of its early restoration.
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Building resilient nations prepared for natural disasters is a common goal for Japan and Nepal, which are both
prone to earthquakes.
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We would like to draw on our experiences as we cooperate toward our shared goal. In Japan, we celebrate
turning 60 as “Kanreki,” a turning point in life.
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This marks the completion of one cycle of life at age 60 and the start of another, and today both Japan and
Nepal
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have renewed their aspirations for the next 60 years -- which brings me great delight. The
anniversary events being held in both countries this year
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will, I hope, further strengthen the friendship and bonds between the people of our two
countries.
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Thank you very much.
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